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ABSTRACT 



Noting that obtaining facts and figures on important policy 
issues related to children is the critical first step toward identifying what 
is working and what needs improvement, this Kids Count guide is designed to 
help local community members find and use data on the condition of children 
and families in Minnesota. The guide describes how to select the right 
information, locate the source of the information, and perform basic 
mathematical calculations. Following the introductory chapter, Chapter 2 
details a step-by-step process for requesting data. Chapter 3 describes key 
data sources, including the U.S. Census, and national and Minnesota sources 
for information on education and child care, maternal and child health, 
family economics, and child welfare; and discusses the use of race and 
ethnicity data. Chapter 4 provides information on calculating basic 
statistics on obtained data, including calculating percentages, rates, and 
ratios, calculating change over time, accounting for inflation, and 
presenting data effectively. Chapter 5 presents suggestions for using data 
responsibly. The guide concludes with a list of Internet data sources, 
relevant acronyms and abbreviations, and a worksheet for creating a fact 
sheet for a particular community. (KB) 
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Sources of Data — Key Areas for Children and Families 





he earliest years of a child's life are critical for laying the foundation for later learning 
and development. The vast majority of Minnesota children — whether they have a 




> How many children participate in the free- and reduced-priced school lunch program? 



Education and Child Care Data Sources 






Orsanization Phone Available Data Include Comments 
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ost Minnesota children are born healthy and thrive. Yet, all children, regardless of 
family income, race/ethnicity or areas of residence, require periodic medical attention to 
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Organization Phone Available Data Include Comments 
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Maternal and Child Health — Data Sources 




very child needs and deserves to grow-up in a household that can provide the basic neces- 
sities of life: adequate food, clothing, shelter, and health care. These are the fundamental 




Family Economics — Data Sources 





Family Economics — Data Sources 
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amilies in increasing numbers are vulnerable to social and economic factors that are 
eroding even basic family supports. Drugs, violence and financial hardship are taking a toll 
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> What is the incidence of reported domestic violence? 



Child Welfare — Data Sources 
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